
A GODLY LEADER IS LED BY GOD’S WORD 

�   MEMORY VERSE — DEUTERONOMY 11:16 
“Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other 
gods, and worship them.” 

• It is important to pay close attention to yourself so your heart will not be deceived by false gods. Notice 
that service and worship go together…even if it is directed to a false god.   

• We must be on the look out! Deception comes from the outside (2 Jn. 1:7) and from within (Jer. 17:9)  

• God’s word helps us to take heed so we will not turn aside: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). 

   DOCTRINE — teaching truth from God’s word  
   REPROOF — conviction of sin from God’s word 
   CORRECTION — how to fix a problem from God’s word  
   INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS — training in doing right from God’s word 

• God’s word must be hid in our hearts to fight off deception: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee” (Ps. 119:11).  

• False gods (idols; graven images) deceive people by promising something and not delivering. Idolatry ends 
in destruction and emptiness. “What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the 
molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb 
idols?” (Hab. 2:18). 

• Those in spiritual leadership have a big responsibility to take heed and to stay on the right path. If they turn 
aside and go the wrong way, they will take others with them! Jeroboam, in the Old Testament, was a prime 
example of this. He led the ten northern tribes into idolatry.  

            QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS 

• Have you ever followed someone who was not following God? Explain.  
• How did Jesus fight off idolatry in Matthew 4:8-11? 
  • Has your heart ever deceived you into not following God? Explain.  

            PRAYER TIME 
• Ask God to help you hide his word in your heart.  
• Ask God to help you to stay focussed on Him and not to be deceived.  

          CHALLENGE 
• Memorize 2 Timothy 3:16. 

PRINCIPLE #9 

Family Devotion — Lesson 63 


